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Spelling can be fun:
How many words can you make from

potatoes



We learn to spell in different ways:

• Visual
• Auditory
• kinaestic



Visual ea in   teach

ea
each
teach
teacher
teaching

Year 3



Weekly spellings, can they be fun ?

• use a white board
• look say cover write check
• Put them in a word search





Phonics  Terminology

Phoneme: the smallest unit of sound in a word:

c a t,      sh o p

Grapheme: a letter or group of letters representing a sound: 

sh,     igh,     t

Split diagraph: has a letter that splits/ comes between two 
letters in the diagraph:

a-e   cake i-e   kite



kinaesthetic









Rhyming books: Stick Man, Room on the Broom



Spell: difficulty

Auditory



Use of mnemonics

Big

Elephants

Can

Add

Up

Sums

Easily



Snakes  arrive in 
dustbins





Syllable division

Chunk the word into 
smaller parts, clap or 
“chin drop”. How 
many syllables in each 
word?





Word cookies free app



Reading at St Josephs.

Each classroom has its own library and reading corner so that 
the children have constant access to a range of age-
appropriate books, as well as somewhere inviting to curl up 
and read. 

We participate in National incentives, such as Word Book 
Day, but we extend so that we have Book Week with lots of 
different exciting events taking place all week.

We have regular reading themed competitions, such as 
sponsored reads, reading challenges, and book review tasks.
We have regular visits from professional authors, to talk to 
the children about life as an author, show the process of 
writing and publishing a book, and then deliver workshops..





Key findings for 2022 include:

Reading enjoyment

Levels of reading enjoyment were at one of their lowest levels in 2022, with fewer than 1 in 
2 (47.8%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 saying that they enjoy reading. Indeed, 
levels of enjoyment were back on par with those we recorded in 2020 (just before the 
pandemic) when we reported the lowest levels since we first asked the question in 2005

Daily reading
● Fewer than 3 in 10 (28%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that 
they read daily in their free time in 2022. This is the second-lowest level we 
have ever recorded. It was only marginally higher than the lowest-ever level 
we reported in 2019, when 1 in 4 (25.4%) children and young people told us 
that they read something daily in their spare time.

The Facts:

What do children and young people think about reading?
Children aged 5 to 8 had typically positive views about reading:
9 in 10 (87.9%) said they would be happy to get a book as a present, and that there 
are lots of things they want to read (92.1%)’
2 in 3 (67.0%) said that they thought learning new words was fun. However, only 1 in 2 
(50.0%) said they found it easy to understand what they read.



Words are all around us



Label items in the house as 
the spelling rule applies

Pictures on the  
fridge or photos



Tricky words
Need to be learnt as sight words. 

Games such as: Twinkl bingo, phonicsplay.co.uk 
help and are fun.

Probes (precision teaching) here the child is 
timed for a minute and reads 5 or 10 repeated 
words.  



Sound buttons



I can ......

s –t –r-e-t-ch out the sounds and then  b-l-e-n-d
them back together

If I get stuck on a word when I am reading,



Look for the sounds I know

ch th sh

Go back and re-read the word again



Miss the word out and read on to
the end of the sentence

The sun  is ---------------- in the sky.



Think around the word – is there 
another word that would make

sense?

Look at the pictures for clues



Is there a little word 
within a longer word ?  

plant   
plant


