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The effects of 
Processing 
difficulties

Processing difficulties, like 
auditory processing disorder, 
visual processing disorder, and 
sensory processing disorder 
are caused by a deficiency in a 
person’s ability to effectively 
use the information gathered 
by the senses.



Common misconceptions

The issue is not the result of:
u impaired hearing
u impaired vision
u attention disorders
u intellectual ability cognitive deficit. 



If the brain cannot properly 
process the auditory, visual, and 
sensory information it receives, 
a child’s ability to learn and 
thrive in an academic setting is 
affected, often leading to low 
self-esteem and social 
withdrawal.





Visual Processing Disorder

is characterized by an abnormality in the 
brain’s ability to process and interpret what 
the eyes see. A child with visual processing 
issues may struggle to differentiate between 
size, shape, and colour of objects, confuse 
written symbols like those used in 
calculations, misjudge distance, and 
experience poor spatial awareness, often 
resulting in frequent falls or bumping into 
objects despite normal vision tests.



Visual representation



Auditory Processing Disorder 
(APD)

…is characterized by an inability to process, 
interpret, and retain what a person hears. 
Children with APD may struggle to understand 
speech in noisy environments, mix up similar 
speech sounds, fail to follow directions, and 
misunderstand verbal instruction in the classroom, 
all of which lead to difficulty in task completion, both 
at home and at school



Sensory Processing Disorder

Children with hypersensitivity to sensory input may 
exhibit extreme or fearful responses to touch, 
textures, noise, crowds, lights, and smells, even 
when these inputs seem benign to others. Children 
with hyposensitivity to sensory input may exhibit an 
under-reaction or high tolerance to pain, may 
constantly and inappropriately touch or bump into 
people and objects, be fidgety, and often 
inadvertently put themselves or others in danger.



Processing difficulties may present as

Au ADHD Dyslexia Dyspraxia



Working Memory

u Memory is vital for learning.

u It is normally divided into short term or ‘working’ 
memory and long term memory.

u One example of working memory is trying to recall a 
phone number or lottery numbers while looking for 
pen and paper.  







•Use planners, organizers, computers, or timers.

•Pair written directions with spoken instructions and visual models whenever possible.

•If possible, use a daily routine.

•Create checklists and "to do" lists.

•Break long assignments into smaller tasks and assign mini-timelines for 
If children become overwhelmed with lists of tasks, share only a few at a 

•Use visual calendars or wall planners to keep track of long-term 
and activities.

•Organize the workspace, and minimize clutter on a weekly basis.

https://www.verywellfamily.com/teach-planning-and-organizational-skills-2162269


GAMES you can play 
with your child



u Mastermind is a good board game 
for older pupils.

u Kim’s Game

u ‘I went to market and I bought...’ 

This can be played listing items in alphabetical order.

u Matching pairs

u Guess who

Big
Elephants
Can
Add
Up
Sums
Easily



Useful websites for homework etc:

www.spellingtraining.com

Online Pairs memory game:

https://www.helpfulgames.com/subjects/brain-training/memory.html
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