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ST.JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Curriculum Information for Parents Autumn Term Year 4
Our Creative Curriculum topic this term is: 

Home and Away
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Our topic will link English, Geography, Art, DT and Science. We will begin our topic by looking at where we are in the world, and looking at Merseyside as an important location within the UK, and how the area helped to shape British culture. 

As Geographers we will use maps, globes and atlases to learn where in the world we are. We will learn about map reading, compasses, grid references, hemispheres, cities, counties and countries.  

Using our English texts about Aboriginal dreamtime stories and ‘The Butterfly Lion’ we will explore the climate zones, rivers and mountain ranges of Africa and Australia.

As artists we will explore and create the Liverpool skyline, make our own Aboriginal art, and as part of our RE topic on ‘The Bible’ we will look at the work of some great artists.
As designers and creators, we will link our Science topic of Electricity to help us design and make an alarm system. 
As dancers we will learn and create our own traditional Aboriginal dance, modern British dance.
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English: As readers and writers we will be studying a variety of texts dealing with issues and dilemmas by British authors, poetry written by local poets, traditional Aboriginal dreamtime stories and a selection of traditional Christmas stories from around the world. The texts will include ‘Bill’s New Frock’ and ‘Angel of Nitshill Road’ by Anne Fine and ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo, 
Our written work will be developed as we improve our vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. We will learn spelling patterns and the similarities between words. Our spellings will be given out on Monday to be tested the following Friday. We will produce three pieces of assessed independent writing each half term, as well as having  plenty of opportunities for writing through our other subjects.
We will practise our handwriting daily using the weeks’ spellings and their joins as a focus.
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We will read with our teacher in groups each week, and complete Guided Reading activities daily. We can change our Home Reading Book as often as we wish.
Mathematics: As Mathematicians we will learn about place value and how to order and round numbers up to 10,000. We will develop our calculation methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in order to improve our mental and written strategies. We will take part in our Class Multiplication Challenge and learn our tables up to 12 x 12.

We will also be learning how to recognise and order simple fractions and through Geometry focus on position and direction. 
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Science: As Scientists, we will study ‘Habitats’ where we will group all living things, exploring habitats and classifying animals. We will also look at habitats and how they can be affected by climate change. We will also explore ‘Electricity’ whereby we will investigate how to make a complete circuit and then create electrical our own circuits, We will link this topic with DT and design and make an alarm system.
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   Computing: We will develop our research skills, and learn how to keep ourselves safe whilst using the Internet. We will use graphics to help us change and modify photographs and pictures.
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  P.E.
Gymnastics: We will develop travelling skills (rolling, running, skipping, hopping etc).
Games: We will develop various skills and mini-games which will include football and tennis.
In order for us to enjoy our PE lessons, it is important that we have our correct kit in school at all times.
[image: image8.wmf]Music: As Musicians we will explore beat and rhythmic patterns, and performing simple compositions. We will have the opportunity to benefit from having Wirral Music Service teach us recorders every Tuesday during Year 4.
S.E.A.L. This term we will be looking at the topics ‘Say No to Bullying’ and ‘New Beginnings’. We will be celebrating all we are good at, coping with feelings and expressing ourselves in different ways. Then moving onto problem solving, belonging and feeling valued.
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Spanish: As linguists, we will continue to learn Spanish. We will cover simple greetings, colours, songs, number, feelings, ages and festivals.

